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Courtasy is as much a sign of a gentleman as courage. 

The history of the school starts at the 
time of the second Anglo-Boer war, 
when British forces built one of the 35 
concentration camps, on this present 
site, from 1899 - 1902.  The camp 
known as Burgher Camp housed boer 
women and children from the 
surrounding district. In the three years 
300 women and children died here. 
Calder House served as the hospital. 

More than a year before the end of the 
war, the education department began 
its work, apparently for the sake of the 
camp children, but also for those who 
were cooped up in the towns and 
oppressed by the dullness and tedium 
which were among the minor evils of 
the war.

In 1903, the Potchefstroom Central 
School was opened in the building, 
which now houses the local Police 
station.  By this time, the North West 
Province had been made a Crown 
colony.

During a visit to Potchefstroom the newly 
appointed Lieutenant Governor, Sir 
Arthur Lawley, was urged to build a 
secondary school in the town. 
Potchefstroom, the oldest town in the 
North West Province, had a great need 
for educational facilities similar to those 
available to Pretoria and Johannesburg.

Potchefstroom Town Council promised 
that, should a school be approved, it 
would provide a magnificent site of 40 
acres.  Parents of children at the Central 
School were then invited to elect a 
committee, which would select masters 
and direct the school's affairs.

Mr C D Hope, then headmaster of Jeppe 
High School, was asked by the director 
of Education to submit his name for the 
post of headmaster.  Mr Hope who 
wished his children to grow up in the 
countryside compl ied and was 
subsequently chosen as the first 
headmaster.

Mr Hope was by 1905 a prominent 
educationalist, having been headmaster 
of both Pretoria Boys' and Jeppe High 
Schools.  For the next 22 years, he was 
to remain headmaster of Potchefstroom 
“College” or  Potchefstroom High School 
for Boys.
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o become a great man, you Tneed a solid foundation to 
build on. 

A real man is strong. He makes 
decisions and lives with the 
consequences. He accepts 
responsibility for his actions and 
his words. This is very difficult if 
you are being forced by your 
friends to do the wrong thing. Just 
try everyday to make the right 
choices. Eventually even you can 
succeed. 

A real man is focused, as he 
knows the difference between 
what is important and what is not. 
He focuses on power, money and 
family, not sex. He knows the last 
will come to  him as a result of the 
first three. Your focus should be on 
your academics, health and 
relationship with G*d. Make a list 
of the important things in your life. 
always refer back to that list when 
you have to make decisions. 

A real man knows the importance 

of family. He keeps his family 
strong and pass on his ancestor’s 
history and traditions. This is 
difficult if you grew up as an 
orphan, a single parent family or in 
a divorced family. But none of 
these situations should prevent 
you from making the right choices 
in the future. Learn from the 
mistakes of your parents, or learn 
to cope on your own. Learn how to 
trust and love. Find out where you 
came from. 

A real man doesn’t gossip like a 
girl. He doesn’t discuss things he 
does not know about or people he 
has never met. Dissing someone 
may seem like fun, but it is a form 
of bullying that is cruel and can 
have long term consequences for 
both parties. Don't do it!

A real man’s word is his bond. If 
he makes a promise he keeps it. 
He would rather die than break his 
word. Can that be said of you?

He strives to be a role model, by 
respecting himself and others at all 
times. 

A real man makes his own fortune 
and does not wait for handouts or 
charity. Your parents worked hard 
for their money, you should work 
for yours. That is only fair. 

A real man doesn’t look like a 
woman. No piercings, long hair or 
shaving of the chest. Manicures 
are acceptable, and so is wearing 
a suit. 

A real man keeps his house in 
order. Don't live like a bottom-
feeder, keep your place spotless, 
your documents in order and your 
suits clean. Your future wife will 
probably also have to work to help 
support your family. If you select a 
gold digger, don't be surprised to 
find that you are the one doing all 
the cooking and cleaning! 

A real man can defend himself. He 
needs to keep his family safe, but 
also needs to keep his own 
reputation intact. Do not let people 
walk all over you just because you 
are a nice guy. Learn to say no. 
Learn to stand up for what you 
believe in. Learn to voice your 
opinions. 

So what have you learnt here 
today class? You should have 
learnt that you have a lot of 
homework to do before you can 
call yourself a real man. 
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