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Intelligence is the ultimate aphrodesiac

Once upon a time ...

A local farmer, the father of one of the boys, 
presented CD Hope with a magnificent 
springbok that he shot, intending the 
headmaster use it for biltong and braaivleis or...

Some say it was Mrs Alice Hope’s brother Mr 
Wilmot who shot the animal and it was she who 
chose the emblem, even designing the first 
school flag or ... 

The more  romantic of the stories says Charles 
and his wife were walking in the veld outside town when he stumbled over the 
bleached bones of a springbok, He carried the horns back to school and they 
became our symbol.

There are many stories of where the horns that became the symbol of the 
school came from. What we do know is the CD Hope chose the springbok 
horns as symbol of College long before it was selected as the South African 
national symbol. The perfect symmetry of the graceful horns, pointing towards 
each other and uniting at he base on the crown of the animal, symbolised for 
him the drawing together of Afrikaans and English speaking boys after the 
then recent, divisive conflict of the Anglo-Boer War. They are typically South 
African yet neutral and inspired pride in all the boys.

In his farewell speech when he retired in 1926 he told the Collegians “We are 
the first and original Springboks and no one can take this distinction 
away from us”.

Wherever it came from the original horns can still be seen in 
the library. 
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Cut from the high school basketball team, he went home, locked 
himself in his room and cried, Michael Jordan. A teacher told him 
he was too stupid to learn anything and should go do a field where 
he will succeed by virtue of his pleasant personality, Thomas 
Edison. Fired from a newspaper because he lacked imagination 
and had no original ideas, Walt Disney.

And Mahatma Gandi, Martin Luther King Jnr.? Can you tell me 
what all these people have in common except fame? What can 
you tell me about them? Allow me to talk about this one thing they 
all had in common which is, believing they could. There could be 
other factors such as hard work, focus, effort or even 
perseverance but there's one telling factor which rises above the 
rest which is the will. Most of the highly successful people had 
nothing when they began their journey to conquering.

They faced many difficulties. One example is that of one of my 
role models, Arnold Schwarzenegger. Arnold came from a poor 
Austrian family when he turned to weight training as a hobby. It 
was only when he realized his true potential that he decided to 
pursue bodybuilding as a career. It turned out to be a good move 
as he went on to be one of the best bodybuilders of all time. Had 
conquered the bodybuilding world but that wasn't enough, he 
wanted a challenge.

He then moved towards being an actor. Many people told him he 
had this huge, monstrous body that is over developed that 
doesn't fit into the movie industry but it was their words that 
motivated him to being an actor as he was convinced that he 
could do it. He turned out in one of the best sci-fi movies, 
Terminator which just goes to show that you don't listen to those 
who do not believe.

But back to the conquerors. These people had nothing but the will 
and belief. They believed that they could do it. If I had to talk about 
Nelson Mandela, he found himself as the face of apartheid. In a 
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struggle for freedom, one thing Mandela done was he never gave 
up. He tried hard to get what he wanted, the belief that he could do 
it, came from deep within himself. That is how he became one of 
the greatest leaders in this country.

Failures, obstructions and misfortunes are not the end of the 
journey. We can learn something from that misfortune and we can 
take a giant step towards conquering. We need to believe that we 
can conquer so that we can be as victorious as we once dreamed 
of being.

Have you ever asked yourself, what would've happened if all 
these conquerors never got back up from their setbacks. They 
chose to keep going and not to give up and that is why today we 
recognize them as our role models. It is because of the will to 
conquer who or what they believed they could.

Many people think low of themselves, I was once like that. The key 
to changing was to believe that I could succeed. It's my mindset 
that I had to change. I had to stop seeing the negative things in life 
and to start noticing the positive. I am slowly still busy with that and 
yes I will get that jersey. There are obviously some people that say 
I won't be able to do it but I believe I can because I have that will to 
conquer.

Think of it like this, the team you play in is getting ready to play 
against the likes of gimmies and volkies. You are going to get that 
someone who is going to tell you there's no point of playing. I 
usually get pissed at people like that, but remember that God gave 
you the talent that will make sure you on the winning side, you just 
have to find the will to use it and you will be able to accomplish the 
task at hand.

So I would like to conclude by saying, the mind is everything. 
Every thought you create manifests itself in the real world. If you 
don't achieve something you strive for, you simply didn't believe in 
it enough. Remember, life's battles do not always go to the 
stronger or faster man but sooner or later the man who will 
conquer is the man who believes he can. Thank you!!
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Exams are drawing closer and 
some boys are in serious trouble in 
this point. Time is most definitely 
NOT on your side. 

All your high school years count. 
Universities are becoming stricter 
in their selection process. They 
are already selecting students 
based on Grade 11 results. 

Be careful in your choices. Outside 
your schoolwork, pick only a few 
extracurricular to commit to. 
Remember depth is better than 
breadth. But it is just as important 
to know that doing nothing also 
leads to laziness. If you don't do 
anything, you wont feel up to 
anything.

Start reviewing every day at least 
30 minutes. This means you wont 
need to cram during the tests, 
because you already know the 
work and only need to review. You 
w i l l  s e e  a n  i m m e d i a t e  
improvement in your results. 

Your brain needs at least six hours 
sleep to build new memories, so 
study over longer periods of time 
and sleep more. Don't keep 
working if your brain is shutting 
down. Whatever you’re working on 
will take twice as long and be half 
as good. You will  be well rested 
after enough sleep  and  your 
mind will be clearer. 

In the beginning of the year, you 
read about goal setting. I hope you 
followed the advice. If you did go 
through your objectives list and 
see if you are on track or failing. It 
is never to late to start again!

Don't multitask. Make separate 
time for being social. Stop 
spending so much time on your 
cell phone or playing games. Your 
social life needs to be kept 
separate from your academic life. 
Make good use of PREP time. 
Your friends will NOT help you to 
pass your year, but they sure can 
help you fail it!

Set aside time to accomplish 
certain tasks. Use your diary to 
plan your life . but not right down to 
the last minute. You need to learn 
early on that there will always be 
interruptions that you need to 
handle. 

Those who fail to plan, plan to fail. 

Get to know yourself. Discover 
whether you work best at night or 
in  the  morn ing  and  p lan  
accordingly. Determine whether 
you prefer several short study 
sessions or a couple of long study 
sessions. Last of all identify those 
bad habits that always seem to 
crop up, and develop an action 
plan for beating them. Your time 
management skills will love you for 
it. 
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